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I appreciate the support of the IASP for the consistent 'nurturing' over the years.

I wish all participants a memorable stay in the 'Garden city.'

It is my sincere hope that this conference will enhance our research cooperation and productivity in our 
battle against pain.

National President, SSPN
Professor Folayemi Faponle

Study of Pain-'IMPROVING ACCESS TO PAIN RELIEF FOR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS'. This is 
quite timely because of the numerous challenges we are encountering in Pain management in Nigeria.  
Many of our teeming population, who are indeed 'vulnerable' to so many pain causing issues, suffer pain 
and do not have access to adequate pain treatment. It is envisaged that our deliberations this year will 
address the challenges.
I appreciate all our benevolent sponsors for this year's conference particularly the Chief Medical Director 
of the University of Port Harcourt Teaching Hospital.

A big welcome to the 22nd Annual Scientific Conference of the 
Society for the Study of Pain, Nigeria being hosted by the Port 
Harcourt zone for the second time in the history of our Society.  
I congratulate in particular, the Local Organizing Committee 
under the leadership of Dr Longinus Ebirim for all the sacrifices 
 rendered to make the conference a reality.  The theme of the 
conference this year is coinciding with the theme of the 'Global 
year against Pain' activity of the International Association for the

held in 2013. As I complete my tenure this year, I 
appreciate the goodness of God for the trust vested on me. 
For the purpose of putting the records straight, my 
election as Secretary of our society (SSPN) four years ago 
at the very source of our society – University College 
Hospital/College of Medicine, University of Ibadan, 
Ibadan, Oyo State. And renewed two (2) years ago at the 
Lagos Conference. I appreciate the privilege to serve our 
society. I believe I have kept the promise to do my best to 
continue to uphold the ideals of our society. I 
congratulate the fifth National President of our society 
(i.e. SSPN), Professor A. Folayemi Faponle for another 
conference and launching of this year's Global Year 

Allow me to first welcome 
all delegates to the 22nd 
A n n u a l  N a t i o n a l 
Conference of our Society 
for  the Study of  Pain, 
Nigeria (SSPN), holding at 
t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  H a l l , 
University of Port Harcourt 
Teaching Hospital, Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State; six 
(6) years after the last one 

Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Long Live SSPN.

against Pain (GYAP) to the theme of Pain in the Most 
Vulnerable Populations - focusing on four patient 
groups identified as particularly high risk for 
inadequate assessment and management, including 
(a) Pain in children, (b) Pain in older adults, (c) 
Survivors of torture and war, and (d) People with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. On her 
behalf, I appreciate the good gesture of the Port 
Harcourt Zone for accepting to host this years' 
conference. Therefore, it is my pleasure to invite you 
to the 22nd Annual National Conference, and AGM of 
our society (i.e. SSPN); I have no doubt that this is 
going to be another great outing of our society, in our 
collective goal to improve pain Management in 
Nigeria. I encourage members, including Zonal 
Coordinators to prepare to fully participate in this 
year's conference.

Daniel O. Odebiyi PhD, FNPPCN (Orth & MT)
National Secretary SSPN
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